
Broad Square Primary School Tier 3 Vocabulary Progression - History 

‘Generalisation being the ability to define a word; application the ability to select or recognise situations appropriate to a word; breadth the knowledge of multiple 

meanings; precision the ability to apply a term correctly to all situations and to recognise inappropriate use; and availability the actual use of a word in thinking and 

discourse.’ (Cronbach) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
Understanding 

the World 

Topic: All about 

Me 

 
Me, myself, family, 
mum, dad, sisters, 
grandparents, 
baby, past, 
difference, now 

Topic: Terrific 

Tales 

 
Once upon a time, 

old story, old man, 

a little while later, 

traditional, nativity, 

Jesus, Bethlehem 

 

Topic: Patterns 

and Prints 

 
Martin Luther King, 

traditional, growing 

up, changing 

 

Topic: Ticket to 

Ride 

 
Old and new 

vehicles (pictures), 

rust, wooden 

 

Topic: Amazing 

Animals 

 
Then and now, me, 

myself, older 

 

Topic: Come 

Outside 

 
Bigger now, grown 

up, changed, then 

and now 

 

Reception 
Understanding 

the World 

Topic: All about 

Me 

 
 

Today, yesterday, 

now, next, then, 

before I was born, 

a long time ago, 

old, new, when 

parents were little 

 

Topic: 

Celebrations and 

festivals 

 
Today, tomorrow, 

yesterday, days of 

the week, calendar, 

a long time ago, 

now, next, then 

Topic: Terrific 

Tales 

 

 
King, queen, 

princess, prince, a 

long time ago, once 

upon a time, today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday, past, 

future, calendar, 

New Year, days of 

the week 

Topic: People 

who help us 

 

 
Future – when I 

grow up, past, long 

ago, today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday, days of 

the week, months 

of the year, 

occupations and 

changes over time, 

old, new 

Topic: Amazing 

Animals 

 

 
Change over time – 

simple timeline of 

events, past, 

future, today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday, days of 

the week, months 

of the year, old, 

new. 

Topic: Holidays 

 

 

 
Present, future, 

past, when 

parents/ 

grandparents were 

little. Transport and 

holidays – changes 

over time, simple 

timeline, compare 

and contrast 



Year 1 Topic: Toys 
 
 
Now, then, timeline, X years ago, artefact, 
change, invention, museum, similar, 
different  
  

Topic: Fire of  
London 
 
Sequence, causes, consequences, source, 

King, compare, then, now, change, 
timeline 

Topic: 100 Years Ago 
 
1920s, evidence, differences, memories, 
facts, sequence, change, similar, timeline 

Year 2 Topic: Nurses  
  
 
Centuries, decades, evidence, nurse, 
medical, Crimean War, World War One, 
injured, inspired, hygiene 

   
 

 

Topic: Explorers and Adventurers   
 

Explorer, significant, voyage, Sacagawea, 
role model, achievements, solo flight 

Topic: Kitty Wilkinson 
  
Victorian, continuity, change, significance, 
domestic service, wash house, mangle, 
reliable, tribute 

Year 3 General Vocabulary: archaeologist, 
artefacts, continuity, significant, 
chronology 
 
Stone Age: 
agriculture, alloy, beaker, burial, 
construct, ditch, domestication, 
excavation, granary, migrate, mine, ore, 
palisade, preserve, remains, settlement 

Ancient Egypt: 
archer, bronze, chamber, chariot, 
Egyptologist, empire, era, expand, 

hieroglyphs, invade, monarchy, navy, 
obelisk, polytheistic, prepare, 

preserve, pyramid, scribe, temple, 
trade 

Victorian Liverpool: A Tale of Two 
Cities -  
How did the Victorian period help to 
shape the Liverpool we know today? 

Year 4 Ancient Greece: 
civilisations, ceramics, excavate, 
Crete, trade, complex, export, bronze, 
import, oligarchy, 

The Romans: 
archer, annexe, civil war, conquer, 
defences, emperor, empire, fleet, fort, 
governor, infantry, kingdom, legion, 
military alliance, occupation, 

The Three Graces and Beyond - Why 
was Liverpool’s waterfront a world 
heritage site?: 
 



city-state, outnumber, invasion, 
empire, retreat, revolt, unified, 
militaristic policy, tyrant, victorious 

outnumber, peninsula, pillage, revolt, 
settlement, tactic 
 

Year 5 Anglo-Saxons & Vikings:  
aristocracy, barbarian, capital, 
emperor, empire, hostile, idol, 
invasion, kingdom, legion, migration, 
monk, native, pagan, pillage, priory, 
raid, rebellion, rebel, Scandinavia, 
settlement, status, tribe 

Ancient Maya:  
historian, archaeologist, artefacts, 
region, drought, irrigate, crops, 
porous, limestone, jadeite, 
settlement, ravine, ajaw, comparing, 
kingdom, abandoned, obsidian, 
annexe, hostile, invade, trade, port 

Crime & Punishment: 
crime, period, chronology, deter, 
severe, court, tithing, wergild, ordeal, 
jury, treason, abolish, custody, 
incriminate, pact, jailer, oakum, 
industrial, promotion, unarmed, 
detective, prevention, detection, 
rehabilitation 

Year 6 Topic: WW2 
 

Allies, axis powers, reparations, treaty, 
legacy, propaganda, empire, expansionist 
policies, home front, Blitzkrieg 

Topic: Victorian Liverpool 
 
Period, aristocracy, empress, 
immigration, monarchy, nation, rights, 
sanitation, innovation, engineering 

Topic: Slave Trade 
 
Trade triangle, slave trade, abolition, 
humanitarian, economic, social,  
political, diversity, 
interpretation 
  

 


