
Broad Square Primary School Tier 3 Vocabulary Progression - Art 

 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Nursery Shape, colour, line, paint. 
 

2D shapes, circle, square, 
rectangle, wiggly/bumpy/zig-zag 
line.  

Pattern, bright, dull. 

Reception pastel, shiny, metallic, colourful. 3D shapes, squash, roll, mould, 
form, bumpy, hard, soft, recycle. 

Illustrator, cartoon, comic, fuzzy, 
fluffy, feathery. 

Year 1 Topic – Painting 
Sketch, shading, primary colours, 
monochrome, blend, mix, 
inspiration, water colour, light, 
dark.  

 
 

Topic – Collage 
Mixed media, mediums, nature, 
natural, man-made, texture, 
landscape rubbing, arrangement, 
rough, prickly.  

Topic – Printing 
repeating pattern, print, pressure, 
circular, rectangular, motif, heavy, 
light,  

Year 2 Topic – Painting 
Secondary colours, self-portrait, 
abstract, representation, 
symmetry, bold, curved, straight, 
diagonal,  

 
 

Topic – Printing 
Horizontal, vertical, architecture, 
carve, relief print, tessellation, 
geometric shapes. 

Topic – Sculpture 
Sculpture, score, slice, combine, 
ceramics, gentle, technique,  

Year 3 Topic – Painting 
Flow, impressions, flow of energy, 
calm, complementary, cool, 
delicate, tint, thematic,  

Topic – Sculpture 
Charcoal, smudge, tone, grades of 
pencil, 2B, 2H, HB, 4B, 4H, 6B, 6H.  

Topic – Textiles 
Textile designer, tie-dye, twist, 
swirl, bullseye, concertina, fold, 
secure.   



Year 4 Topic – Painting 
Brush strokes, dense, swirl, 
composition, expressive.  
 

 
 
 

Topic – Collage 
Abstract, palette knife, layering, 
seascapes, ensemble, 
combination.  

Topic – Printing 
Civil rights, template, replication,   

Year 5 Topic – Painting 
Perceptive drawing, angle, 
angular, focal point, front 
elevation, side elevation, birds eye 
view.  

 
 

Topic – Sculpture 
Manipulate, twist, combine, 
elongated, surrealism, slender, 
reworking.  

Topic – Collage 
Foreground, background, middle 
ground, overlapping, proportion 
 

Year 6 Topic – Painting 
Synaesthesia, synthesis, 
distortion, abstract, neurodiverse. 

 
 

Topic – Sculpture 
Slip, ceramic, glaze, kiln, slab, 
pinch pot, incised, firing, air dry.  

Topic - Textiles 
Fashion, contemporary, punk, 
tartan, ragged,  

 


