
Broad Square Primary School Tier 3 Vocabulary Progression - History 

‘Generalisation being the ability to define a word; application the ability to select or recognise situations appropriate to a word; breadth the knowledge of multiple 

meanings; precision the ability to apply a term correctly to all situations and to recognise inappropriate use; and availability the actual use of a word in thinking and 

discourse.’ (Cronbach) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
Understanding 

the World 

Topic: All about 

Me 

 
Me, myself, family, 
mum, dad, sisters, 
grandparents, 
baby, past, 
difference, now 

Topic: Terrific 

Tales 

 
Once upon a time, 

old story, old man, 

a little while later, 

traditional, nativity, 

Jesus, Bethlehem 

 

Topic: Patterns 

and Prints 

 
Martin Luther King, 

traditional, growing 

up, changing 

 

Topic: Ticket to 

Ride 

 
Old and new 

vehicles (pictures), 

rust, wooden 

 

Topic: Amazing 

Animals 

 
Then and now, me, 

myself, older 

 

Topic: Come 

Outside 

 
Bigger now, grown 

up, changed, then 

and now 

 

Reception 
Understanding 

the World 

Topic: All about 

Me 

 
 

Today, yesterday, 

now, next, then, 

before I was born, 

a long time ago, 

old, new, when 

parents were little 

 

Topic: 

Celebrations and 

festivals 

 
Today, tomorrow, 

yesterday, days of 

the week, calendar, 

a long time ago, 

now, next, then 

Topic: Terrific 

Tales 

 

 
King, queen, 

princess, prince, a 

long time ago, once 

upon a time, today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday, past, 

future, calendar, 

New Year, days of 

the week 

Topic: People 

who help us 

 

 
Future – when I 

grow up, past, long 

ago, today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday, days of 

the week, months 

of the year, 

occupations and 

changes over time, 

old, new 

Topic: Amazing 

Animals 

 

 
Change over time – 

simple timeline of 

events, past, 

future, today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday, days of 

the week, months 

of the year, old, 

new. 

Topic: Holidays 

 

 

 
Present, future, 

past, when 

parents/ 

grandparents were 

little. Transport and 

holidays – changes 

over time, simple 

timeline, compare 

and contrast 



Year 1 Topic: Toys 
 
 
Now, then, 
timeline, X years 
ago, artefact, 
change, invention, 
museum, similar, 
different  
 

  Topic: Fire of  
London 
 
Sequence, causes, 
consequences, 
source, King, 
compare, then, 
now, change, 
timeline 

 Topic: 100 Years 
Ago 
 
1920s, evidence, 
differences, 
memories, facts, 
sequence, change, 
similar, timeline 

 

Year 2 Topic: Nurses  
  
 
Centuries, decades, 
evidence, nurse, 
medical, Crimean 
War, World War 
One, injured, 
inspired, hygiene 

 

   
 

 

Topic: Explorers 
and Adventurers   

 
Explorer, 
significant, voyage, 
Sacagawea, role 
model, 
achievements, solo 
flight 

 Topic: Kitty 
Wilkinson 
  
Victorian, 
continuity, change, 
significance, 
domestic service, 
wash house, 
mangle, reliable, 
tribute 

 

Year 3 Topic: Ancient 
Egypt 
 
Archaeologist, 
Ancient Egypt, 
hieroglyphic, 
civilisation, BC / 
BCE, kingdom, 
pharaoh, afterlife, 
underworld, 
mummification  

Topic: Cradles of 
Civilisation 
 
Sumer, 
Mesopotamia, 
trade, ziggurat, 
cuneiform, 
Gilgamesh, epic, 
Indus Valley, 
Shang, nomadic, 
cradle, sacrifices  

Topic: Indus 
Valley 
 
Merchants, Indus 
Valley civilisation, 
monuments, 
sources, evidence, 
trade route, 
government, 
governments  

Topic: Persia & 
Greece 
 
Persian Empire, 
Babylon, slaves, 
satrapy, succeeded, 
taxes, city-state, 
polis, Iliad, besiege, 
gymnasium  
 

 

Topic: Ancient 
Greece 
 
Democracy, 
citizens, assembly, 
Golden Age, allies, 
surrendered, 
architecture, 
Odyssey, 
philosophy, 
literature  

Topic: Alexander 
the Great 
 
Puppet king, 
captured, hostage, 
oracle, 
assassinated, 
retreated, Ptolemy, 
League of Corinth, 
legend  



Year 4 Topic: Roman 
Republic 
 
Rome, senators, 
unity, senate, 
represent, republic, 
surrendered, 
ambushed, 
patrician, plebians  

 

Topic: Roman 
Empire 
 
Peninsula, 
governor, 
centurion, legion, 
frontier, Julius 
Caesar, emperor, 
proclaim, 
aqueducts, 
Pompeii, imperial   

Topic: Roman 
Britain 
 
Britannia, invasion, 
Celtic tribes, fort, 
Boudicca, razed to 
the ground, 
hypocaust, forum, 
basilica, garrison  

Topic: Christianity 
in 3 Empires 
  
Converted, 
baptised, 
persecution, 
memorial, martyrs, 
official religion, 
Byzantium, 
Constantinople, 
rights, state 

Topic: Arabia and 
early Islam 

 
Muhammad, 
pastoral, nomads, 
blood feud, 
ancestors, heritage, 
turning point, 
refugees, 
negotiate, truce  
 

Topic: Cordoba: 
The City of Light 

 
Warring, disputes, 
territory, liberators, 
inheritance, 
captive, dynasty, 
massacre, exile, 
Berbers  

Year 5 Topic: The round 
city Baghdad 
  
 
Descended, 
descendants, silk 
roads, decree, 
revenue, 
reconstruction, 
numerals, 
influence, anatomy, 
encyclopaedia 

Topic: The Anglo-
Saxons 
 
 
Picts, Scots, 
pillaged, Saxons, 
Jutes, Angles, 
Ango-Saxons, 
Britons, migrate, 
status, rank 

Topic: Vikings 1 
The Lady of 
Mercians  
 
Norsemen, Vikings, 
seat (of royal 
power), occupied, 
ancestral, 
ransacked, fortify, 
reputation 

Topic: Norse 
culture 
  
 
Norse, saga, fjords, 
exile, exiled, myths, 
amulet, portage, 
construction, 
subjects 

Topic: Changing 
rules, changing 
rules 
 
Jorvik, kingsmen, 
stronghold, 
yielding, 
consecrated, 
acclaim, anoint, 
consecration, 
coronation, 
courtiers 

Topic: Maya 
 
 
 

Dynasty, acceding, 
accession, Maya, 
Mesoamerica, 
temple-pyramid, 
primordial, 
shaman, solar 
calendar, Chichén 
Itzá 



Year 6 Topic: WW2 
 
 
 

Allies, axis powers, 
reparations, treaty, 
legacy, 
propaganda, 
empire, 
expansionist 
policies, home 
front, Blitzkrieg 

Topic: Stone, 
Bronze and Iron 
Ages 
 
Doggerland, 
hunter-gatherer, 
nomadic, 
Mesolithic,  
Neolithic, Bronze 
Age, Iron Age, 
prehistory, 
prehistoric, Skara 
Brae, Stonehenge 

Topic: Victorian 
Liverpool 

 
 
Period, aristocracy, 
empress, 
immigration, 
monarchy, nation, 
rights, sanitation, 
innovation, 
engineering 

Topic: Historic 
Waterfront 

 
 
UNESCO, World 
Heritage Site, 
heritage, 
innovation, global 
trade, migration, 
port city, cultural 
exchange, industry, 
maritime  

Topic: Slave 
Trade 

 
 
Trade triangle, 
slave trade, 
abolition, 
humanitarian, 
economic, social,  
political, diversity, 
interpretation 

Topic: Hall of 
Fame 
 
 
Duration, diversity, 
justice, legacy, 
nation, resistance, 
Rights, primary 
source, secondary 
source  

 


